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500 Years of Florida History-= _.
The Eighteenth Century
by Connie L. Lester and Daniel Murphree

U

pheaval
characterized
eighteenth-century
Florida.
European powers continued to fight for dominance in
the region and Great Britain emerged as Spain's primary
competitor, obtaining control of the peninsula and its environs,
at least on paper, for two decades (1763-1783) before Spain again
claimed ownership. Most native groups continued to decline in
population due to disease, migration, warfare and enslavement
while others, specifically the Seminoles, grew in numbers and
regional influence for many of the same reasons.
African
Americans, both enslaved and free, expanded their presence in
Florida, steadily asserting their autonomy militarily, socially and
culturally. St. Augustine and Pensacola remained the primary
urban centers though by 1800, settlers of varied backgrounds were
residing elsewhere along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts,
altering the environment as they migrated and set down roots. As
revolution engulfed the Americas, inhabitants of Florida became
involved in hemispheric systems and conflicts while at the same
time maintaining localized patterns of subsistence and survival
reminiscent of earlier centuries.
Scholars
of eighteenth-century
Florida
have
long
compartmentalized the region, focusing on Spanish or British
spheres but rarely addressing the century as a whole. Consequently,
the historiography of the era is demarcated as well; Latin
Americanists have tended to focus on the end of the 1st Spanish
period (1513-1763) and beginning of the 2nd Spanish period (17.8 31819) while North Americanists have shown greater interests in the
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British period (1763-1783) and its connections to the development
of the United States. These forms of compartmentalization are
gradually changing, however. Scholars of Native America and
the Atlantic World are increasingly considering eighteenthcentury Florida across imperial divisions, highlighting themes that
transcend political and academic divisions. Modern scholarship
is more integrated as a result, and new directions of research are
appearing that incorporate ties between the Spanish and British
periods, as well as scholarly paradigms that encompass the Americas
as a whole.
The essays that follow represent a variety of approaches to
Florida's eighteenth century history. Guest editor Sherry Johnson
opens the issue with an evaluation of twentieth and twenty-firstcen tury scholarship on the topic and new directions moving forward.
Susan Schwartz follows with an analysis of British Governor James
Grant's administration of East Florida and the hemispheric events
that helped shape it. Chuck Meide's article highlights the work
of underwater archaeologists in helping uncover linkages between
St. Augustine and the broader Atlantic World. Roger Smith then
reassesses the role of Florida during the American Revolution,
arguing that the region played a more significant part than
previously assumed. James Cusick's subsequent article examines
the previously hidden history of illicit sex and its implications
on community relationships in the latter period of Spanish rule.
The Special Issue concludes with Diane Boucher's examination
of the seemingly borderless zones of interaction between Florida
and the nascent United States during the 1780s, when allegiances
constantly shifted and survival depended on pragmatism and
frequently tenuous alliances. Together, these articles reflect both
traditional and newer approaches to the past that will certainly
expand readers' knowledge of eighteenth-century Florida.
This Special Issue is the third in a six part series dedicated to
commemorating Ponce de Leon's first exploration of Florida and
each century that has passed since then. Our goal is to provide
readers with a sampling of the best scholarship being produced on
Florida's past today. We hope these essays will promote debate and
additional investigations of the time and region by both established
and emerging scholars. They are not the final word on the subject
but represent the culmination of research endeavors conducted
over many decades. Readers will have differing opinions on the
conclusions reached, but all should note the evolution of evidence
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harvesting and interpretation application since historians first
wrote about eighteenth-century Florida long ago .
Publication of this series would not be possible without
the continued support of the Florida Historical Society and its
members. The editors of this Special Issue are again grateful to
Dean Jose B. Fernandez and the Unive~ity of Central Florida
College of Arts and Humanities for partially underwriting another
component in this series. We are especially appreciative of the Jay
I Kislak Foundation, which not only provided finjmcial support for
the eighteenth-century Special Issue but also contributed the map
reproduction that appears on its cover. The collective efforts of
the above supporters not only further the mission of the Florida
Historical Quarterly but benefit all who are interested in the state's
past.
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